
 

                                            

                  
 

The kingdom of heaven will be as when someone going on a journey  

called the servants and entrusted property to them; to one five talents,  

to another two, and to another one… 
  

 

 
                         

S e r v i c e  fo r  t he  Lo rd ’ s  Da y  
 

November 19, 2017 

 

 

Gathering Around the Word 
 

Gathering Music                                                                                                     
  

Striking of the Hour 
 

Welcome 
 

Prelude                                 Voluntary on Hymn-tune HYFRYDOL               Henry Coleman 
                                                         Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 

 
We Rise in Spirit and in Body 

Call To Worship 
         We long to hear the words, “Well done, good and faithful servant! 

        We long to be partners with the Lord. 

As we have been faithful over a little, God will set us over much! 

                                          And we will enter into the joy of the Master. 
                                          Let us worship God!                                                                                   Matthew 25: 21, adapted 

 

Opening Hymn 249                      Because You Live, O Christ                          VRUECHTEN 

 

Call to Confession 

 

 

The 18th century 

author Samuel 

Johnson prayed 

humbly, “that when 

I shall render up on 

the last day an 

account of the 

talent committed to 

me, I may receive 

pardon for the sake 

of Jesus Christ.” 

The opening 

hymn is an  

Easter hymn. 

Resurrection and 

the defeat of death 

are Christian 

themes for every 

day. 



 

 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession  
Loving God, we know that we should be ready for your kingdom-come. But we are not ready. 
Your mercy exceeds our understanding. Your glory is too bright for our eyes. Faith requires 
more trust than we are able to give. Your special love for the weak and needy confuses us. The 
gospel message is a treasure, but like the one-talent man, we have buried the treasure entrusted 
to us. In Christ, you have given your life for us, but we have only been willing to give a little in 
return. Forgive us, we pray. Let us return to you and find renewal, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  
A Silence is observed for Personal Confession  

 

Declaration of Good News 

 

Hymn 581                               Gloria Patri                                                    GLORIA PATRI 

   Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  

World without end. Amen, Amen. 

  

Passing the Peace of Christ 
The risen Lord brought the gift of life-giving peace.  Let us share it with one another. 

 

Music With the Children (11:00)           Ode to Joy                              Ludvig von Beethoven 
                                  The Children’s Chimes          Ellie Osborne, director    

 
All Sit 

A Time with Young Disciples:  Leaves on Tress and Thankfulness 
 

Hearing the Word 

 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

Psaltery Reading                                                                                                      Psalm 123 
To you I lift up my eyes, O you who are enthroned in the heavens! 

As the eyes of servants look to the hand of their master,  
As the eyes of a maid to the hand of her mistress,  

So our eyes look to the LORD our God, until he has mercy upon us. 

Have mercy upon us, O LORD, have mercy upon us, for we have had more than enough of contempt. 

Our soul has had more than its fill of the scorn of those who are at ease, of the contempt of the 

proud. 

 

Anthem                                            Rise Up Singing Praise                                   Dale Wood             
 

All Stand 

Gospel Reading                                                Matthew 25:14-30 
“For [the kingdom] is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his 

property to them; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according  

to his ability. Then he went away. The one who had received the five talents went off at once 

and traded with them, and made five more talents. In the same way, the one who had the two 

talents made two more talents. But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a 

hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. After a long time the master of those slaves  

came and settled accounts with them. Then the one who had received the five talents came 

forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see,               

I have made five more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; 

you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into  

the joy of your master.’ And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying,                 

 

The Gospel of 

Matthew is  

especially clear: 

Jesus taught 

frequently about the 

“Day of the Lord,” 

describing a real  

event for which we  

should be ready. 

Opportunities are 

given; trust is  

required; the  

reward is great. 



 

 

‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ His master            

said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, 

I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ Then the one who had 

received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, 

reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; so I was afraid, 

and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ But his master 

replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and 

gather where I did not scatter? Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers,  

and on my return I would have received what was my own with interest. So take the talent from 

him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. For to all those who have, more will be given, 

and they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be 

taken away. As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be 

weeping and gnashing of teeth.’  

 
All Sit 

Sermon                          Opportunity, Faithfulness, and Reward            Matthew Covington 
 

Responding to the Word 

 

All Stand 

Response Hymn 716          God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending             BEACH SPRING 

 

Affirmation of Faith                                                    A Declaration of Faith (Chapter 10) 

In Christ God gave us a glimpse of the new creation he has already begun and will           

surely finish. 

We do not know when the final day will come. In our time we see only broken and 

scattered signs that the renewal of all things is under way. We do not yet see the end of 

cruelty and suffering in the world, the church, or our own lives. But we see Jesus as 

Lord. As he stands at the center of our history, we are confident he will stand at its 

end. He will judge all people and nations. Evil will be condemned and rooted out of 

God's good creation. There will be no more tears or pain. All things will be made new. 

The fellowship of human beings with God and each other will be perfected. 

Amen.  

 
All Sit   

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer  
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Offering                                      
 

Offertory                             Praise and Thanksgiving Be to God                   Kevin Sadowski 

 

Doxology 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Bearing and Following the Word into the Created World 
 

Closing Hymn 707                 Take Thou Our Minds, Dear Lord                                   HALL 
Verses One and Four Only  

 

Benediction 

 

Postlude                                       On Our Way Rejoicing                           G. Winston Cassler 
************************************************************************************************* 

      
 
 

WELCOME VISITORS! 
We invite you to pick up visitor’s information on your way out, either in the narthex or on the table on the 

Right in the downstairs entrance hall.  Ushers will be standing by to help you find them. Always know that a 

cordial greeting is extended by ministers, officers, and congregation. 
 

 If you have a fussy baby or are coughing, etc., the worship service may be viewed from the parlor  

via television (across the hall from the Sanctuary). Loving childcare is available in our children’s center  

for children 3 and under on Sundays, and children’s activity packets are available in the narthex. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                                     The Presbyterian Church Staff 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street 

Bowling Green, KY 42101 
270-843-4707  •   www.bgpres.org 

Pastor  

Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Choir Director 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 

Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope 

Financial Administrator 

Director of Christian Education 

Richard Barefoot 

Leslee Kirkconnell 

Treasurer Steve Moore 

Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 

Director, Preschool Learning Center Dana Patterson 

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  

Children’s Music Ellie Osborne 

Sunday Sexton Stuart Kernohan 

Clerk of Session James Harris 

Donate Online:  

We have set up the church website to accept online donations. Just go to the website below and fill 

out the simple form. Donations can also be made from your smart phone.  You can also scan the 

QR code, right. https://bgpresdonate.cloverdonations.com/online-donations/ 

 

 

Our Church Elders: Pam Bratcher, David Coverdale, Nancy English, Sam Evans, Rob Hale, Jim Harris, Fred Higgins, Brad Howard, Matt Hunt, 

Stuart Kernohan,  Bobby Rabold, Wanda Rosdeutscher, Diane Simmons, David Thomison, Denny Wedge 

Our Church Deacons: Karol Ahmed, Rider Allen, Barbara Brindle, Peggy Carthrae, Rocky Cooper, Shannon Dyche, Sheryl Goad, Cathey Green, 

Jean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, Ann Rudolph Humphrey, Nathan Love, Tom MacMillin, Marilyn Mattingly, Charlotte Prow, Kevin Reber, Jim Stites, 

Debbie Trickey, Judy Whitson 

 

http://www.bgpres.org/
https://bgpresdonate.cloverdonations.com/online-donations/


 
 

                                        

                             Announcements 

 

USHERS:  The Franklin, Howard and Hulan families 

LAY READER:  Tina Coates 

SANCTUARY COMMITTEE:  Lee and Peggy Truman 

MEDIA PERSONNEL:  Stuart Kernohan and Matt Hunt   

NURSERY ATTENDANTS: Alisia Mosley and Kimberly Watkins 

LIBRARIAN:  Arnie Petrus, arfranpe@msn.com   

 

LECTIONARY FOR NEXT SUNDAY, November 26:  Ezekiel 34: 

11–16, 20–24; Psalm 100 or Psalm 95:1–7a; Ephesians 1:15–23;  

Matthew 25:31–46. 
 

THE FLOWERS AT THE COMMUNION TABLE are given to the  

Glory of God, and are in memory of Hewitt Covington. 
 

A COMPLETE COPY of the 2017 Budget and the most recent  

minutes of the Session are available for your review in the Parlor, in  

a white binder. 
 

THE NOVEMBER SESSION MEETING has been moved to  

Tuesday, November 28 at 7:00PM. 
 

TODAY:     

COFFEE ORDERS Let us help you with your holiday gifts and parties. Fair Trade Coffee sales will take place this 

morning.  The order will be made and received in time for your holiday gatherings.  Need chocolate?  Need coffee?  Need 

tea?  Put your order in this today!   
 

YOUTH FELLOWSHIP meets this evening at 5:30pm to decorate the  

Angel Tree.   
 

WHAT ARE OUR CHILDREN LEARNING?  King Solomon was a very important ruler for Israel.  Today our preschool 

class learned about the Temple he built in I Kings 5 – 9:9. You might find a Bible storybook in our Children’s Library to 

read, as this is a long segment in the Bible, although Chapters 5 & 6 are the keys for this week.  Our Godly Play children (K-

5th) are hearing about Ruth’s story, which is important to the coming of Jesus at Christmas!  Although several chapters, read 

through it together and talk about Ruth and her faithfulness to Naomi and how she became an ancestor to Jesus.  There are 

also good story Bibles in the Children’s Library to help with this.   
 

QUESTIONS? THOUGHTS OR CONCERNS? There will be an elder at the front of the church after worship today to 

hear from you. Visitors are especially welcome to ask any questions you may have.  
 

COMING UP SOON:    
THANKSGIVING DINNER will be served in the Fellowship Hall on Thanksgiving Day at noon.   Turkey, stuffing, and 

rolls will be provided.  Please bring your favorite dish/dessert to share.  Please call or email the church office to make a 

reservation by November 17, 2017. 
 

ADVENT DINNERS AND WORSHIP   Join us for our Advent Meals on Wednesdays at 5:30pm beginning on November 

29th, and also December 6th and 13th.  A worship service will follow the dinners, at 6:15pm. Dinners are $8.00/person, 

$5.00/child, or $20.00/family. Our first meal will include Presbyterian Meat Loaf, Red Skin Mashed Potatoes, Southern 

Green Beans, Corn Bread, and Peach Cobbler/Ice cream. 
 

THE ANGEL TREE RETURNS this week! Our Youth will be decorating this tree this evening with the angels listing the 

items wished for by the families we are helping to support this holiday season.  Please choose one or more angel(s), purchase 

the item(s) listed, wrap, label and securely attach the angel and return to the office by December 13.  This year we are 

helping families from McNeill Elementary, as well as those young adults from Uspiritus who have moved into independent 

living.  THANK YOU for your generosity! 

 

 

      

    Calendar 
 

    Sunday, November 19 

 8:30 a.m.  Fellowship 

 9:00 a.m.  Children’s Music 

 9:30 a.m.  Sunday School 

   10:30 a.m. Worship  

 5:30 p.m.  Youth Group 

   Tuesday, November 21 

11:00 a.m. Special Care 

11:00 a.m. Finance Ministry 

1:00 p.m.  CUICHM 

2:00 p.m.  Staff Meeting 

   Thursday, November 23 

   12:00 p.m. Thanksgiving Dinner 

      Office Closed 

 6:00 p.m. Room In the Inn 

   Friday, November 24 

      Office Closed 

    

 

 
 

 

 

 

mailto:arfranpe@msn.com


 

Announcements (continued) 

 

ADVENT IS BUT TWO WEEKS AWAY!   We will gather in our All-Together Sunday School December 3, 10, & 17 in 

Fellowship Hall.  Coffee will be ready by 8:30 and we are seeking donations of breakfast items to enjoy together beginning 

about 9:15am or so.  There’s a special sign up genius - www.SignUpGenius.com/go/20F094AA9AB2CA7F49-advent1          

so we’ll know what is needed each week.  We will explore the preaching texts around the theme ‘anticipation.’  All ages, 

with nursery care for those under 3 as needed.   
 

ADVENT WORKSHOP is NEXT Sunday, November 26, 3:00-4:30pm in Fellowship Hall.  This is a great time to make an 

Advent wreath for home devotional use.  If you wish to make a wreath, bring a waterproof, round, straight sided dish (like a 

corning ware quiche dish). We will have foam and candles here - $10 for materials.  If you just wish to decorate a fun wreath 

for the holidays, bring the form you wish to use – grapevine, greenery or whatever and any decorative items. Shannon Dyche 

will be here to help you design the perfect one.  She will have some materials also (priced as marked) and will seek donations 

to help fund her materials and help.   
 

JOIN US FOR THE CHRISTMAS PARADE!  Saturday December 2, beginning at 8:00am in Fellowship Hall.  We’ll be 

making lots of hot chocolate to give to those who pass by our steps between 8:30 and 9:30ish.  We’ll also have coffee inside 

for any who might need a warm place to be for a spell.  This is A WONDERFUL OUTREACH OPPORTUNITY!  We had 

lots of fun last year and look forward to being a welcoming presence, sharing the love of Christ with all who pass by.  Great 

opportunity for families to serve together.  (The Parade starts at 9:30am and once it reaches State Street, we’ll just enjoy the 

fun together) 
 

OTHER NEWS:   

INVITATION TO WRITE A MEDITATION for Advent Devotional:  the theme for the publication is Anticipation.  

Submission deadline is Nov. 29 via email.  If you are interested in writing a meditation, please contact Diane Simmons at 

dsimmonsbg1@mac.com or at 270-791-0819. 
 

ROOM IN THE INN still needs volunteers for shifts during our Thursday nights/Friday morning hostings. We continue all 

through winter. Please check the signup sheets in the 10th Street lobby and consider helping for the homeless assistance 

program. Innkeepers, meal preparers, and housekeeping help is greatly appreciated! 
  

CURRENT ART EXHIBIT:  In Fellowship Hall now:  The Sunny Sixteen Camera Club is showing another ever popular 

photography exhibit at Gallery TPC. Stop and see the newest show! This exhibit will run until November 30th. 
 

SATURDAY MEALS is collecting food for Christmas Boxes.  Our Church is responsible for 225 boxes of macaroni and 

cheese.  We will need to have them by December 13th.  A box for collection will be located underneath the stairs.   

 

 

 
 

We express sympathy to Matthew and Ann Covington for the death of Matthew’s father, 

Hewitt Covington, who died November 14, 2017. 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F094AA9AB2CA7F49-advent1
mailto:dsimmonsbg1@mac.com

